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(¥) Gautama Buddha (563 BC—483 BC)
began life as a prince named Siddhartha
Gautama, in northern India. At twelve,
he was sent away for schooling in the
Hindu sacred scriptures and four years
later he returned home to marry a
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princess. They had a son and lived for
ten years as befitted royalty. At about
the age of twenty-five, the Prince,
heretofore shielded from the sufferings
of the world, while out hunting chanced
upon a sick man, then an aged man,
then a funeral procession, and finally a

(5)

the ‘tol’ system in which Sanskrit
studies were primarily encouraged. The
Assamese intelligentsia of  the
pre-British periods was much
influenced by Sanskrit and also to some
extent by Persian which was at that
time the court language of India.

monk begging for Alms. These sights so
moved him that he at once went out into
the world to seek enlightenment
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concerning the sorrows he had ) T SN
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(4) Assam in the nineteenth century
presented a peculiar scenario. With the 9| T fiy R @ B AR RE SR AR
British annexation in 1826, the o - Yxb=Y
socio-political and economic situation Abstract;  Agenda c fead
; ; ommission ;

underwent a rapid change. The
language in the province too faced the
wind of the change. Assamese, the
vernacular language of Assam, has a
long history of its existence. But prior to
British rule, it was not taught as a

Inaugural address ; Migration ; Project ;
Vice-chancellor ; Volunteer ; Wage.
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subject in the absence of schools in the

modern sense of the term. There was (4) Seat T2em sinele I |
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